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1st Announcement 
The Organizing Committee and the Italian Mammal Society (ATIt) are pleased to invite you to the 

XII Italian Mammal Congress that will be held from 3rd  to 5th  June 2019 in Cogne, in the heart of 

the Gran Paradiso National Park. 

The Congress is organized in collaboration with the Gran Paradiso National Park and with the 

Municipality of Cogne. 

The Italian Mammal Congress is traditionally one of the most stimulating events for sharing 

experience and knowledge on the biology, ecology and conservation of wild mammals among 

researchers, wildlife professionals, managers and passionate public. In this new edition the city of 

Cogne and the amazing landscape of the Gran Paradiso National Park, the oldest national park in 

Italy, will be the beautiful frame of the most important periodic event for our Society and we hope 

you all will join us. 

The Congress will be articulated in three oral sessions on general topics and three restricted topic 

sessions, each dedicated to a specialist group (small mammals, large mammals, and bats), in 

addition to a roundtable and a poster session. A plenary lecture will open the congress and invited 

speakers will introduce each session. 

Please consider that all contributions but the plenary and invited speeches will be mainly given in 

Italian, whereas all abstracts and posters will be in English 

A detailed scientific program will be available on the web page after the deadline for abstract 

submission (29th February 2020). 

 

 

PLENARY LECTURE 
Eloy Revilla  

Department of Conservation Biology, Estación Biológica de Doñana, Spain 
Title to be defined 

GENERAL SESSIONS 

 

1 – POPULATION GENETICS AND SYSTEMATICS 
Chairmen: Massimo Scandura and Emiliano Mori 

Invited speaker: Giorgio Bertorelle  

A correct delimitation of taxa or the identification of Evolutionarily Significant Units (ESUs), 

integrated by the description of their evolutionary history and their biogeography, together with 

the description of their main adaptations, represent fundamental prerequisites for the study of 

biological diversity, and have important repercussions on the management and conservation of wild 



populations. Likewise, genetic and genomic studies are nowadays a common and valuable tool to 

assess the status of mammal populations. They allow to test for the possible effects of bottlenecks, 

fragmentation or hybridization, and can seek to detect possible barriers to gene flow (produced by 

human-made infrastructures or by natural elements of the landscape), which can jeopardize the 

population gene pools. This session aims to present up-to-date investigation techniques and new 

phylogenetic/taxonomical data, as well as new genetic/genomic data on the status of mammal 

populations, with a special focus on Italian species. 

 

2. ECOLOGY AND BEHAVIOUR 
Chairmen: Paola Bartolommei and Lucas A. Wauters 

Invited speaker: Marco Apollonio 

Animal species move, interact with biotic and abiotic components of their environment and are 

involved in complex intra- and inter-specific dynamics and interactions. By modifying the natural 

environment, the man alters the mechanisms that regulate the existence of various species, forcing 

them to find new strategies to adapt. Both single individuals or entire populations can adapt, with 

important implications not only at the individual or population level, but also at the level of species 

and communities or entire ecosystems. 

The objective of the session is to increase knowledge on the ecology and behaviour of various 

species, with particular reference to mammal adaptations in response to human-induced 

environmental changes, demographic dynamics, host-parasite interactions, predator-prey 

relationships, and intra- and inter-specific competition. 

   

3. MONITORING, MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION 
Chairmen: Laura Scillitani and Sandro Bertolino 

Invited speaker: Danilo Russo 

Wildlife management and conservation often imply direct actions on animal populations and 

habitats. However, sound management and conservation policies should rely on robust scientific 

data, so as to address the effort towards the most effective actions, thus optimizing the available 

financial resources.  

The main goal of this session is to present new data deriving from population monitoring, 

management experiences, conservation actions on the Italian mammal fauna. Among the proposed 

contents, studies based on a novel experimental design or new methodological approaches will be 

prioritized. 

  



 

4. POSTER SESSION 
Due to few slots available posters posters will be on display one day. The list of authors for each day 

will be available at the registration desk and in poster room. Instructions on poster preparation will 

be provided on the congress web page. 

 
 

TOPIC SESSIONS BY SPECIALIST GROUPS 
A novelty of this congress edition is represented by three one-hour sessions organized by ATIt 

specialist groups and dedicated to specific topics of their interest. 

 

Small Mammals (GPM) 
‘Behaviour and adaptation of small mammals in mountain ecosystems’ 

Chair: Stefania Gasperini 
 

 

Large Mammals (GLAMM) 
‘The scientific contribution of protected areas to conservation and management of 

large mammals’ 

Chair: Stefano Grignolio 

 

 

Bats (GIRC) 
‘Bats in urban environments: ecology, conservation, and conflict’ 

Chair: Leonardo Ancillotto 

 

 

 

ROUNDTABLE 
 

The role of wildlife vigilance in mammal conservation 
Chairs: Bruno Bassano and Stefano Grignolio 

 

The paramount role of protected areas for mammal conservation in Italy is testified by the number 

of iconic taxa saved from local extinction thanks to the institution of national parks. Among these 

the Alpine ibex, the Apennine chamois, the Apennine wolf and the Apennine brown bear. But this 



role and the success in the recovery of endangered species was enabled by the careful and capillary 

patrolling activity conducted by the vigilance staff of the parks. Similarly, outside parks, dedicated 

staff of provincial administrations has patrolled wide areas, undertaking effective wildlife vigilance 

and conservation actions. In the past years the role and duties of these figures was questioned and 

affected by organization changes, which risk to jeopardize rather than increase the efficacy in 

preserving the Italian fauna. The roundtable aims at highlighting the outstanding role of patrolling 

activities in the conservation of the Italian mammals, and at stressing the importance of the 

interaction between vigilance staff and technical-scientific personnel. Audience participation to the 

roundtable will be solicited using interactive digital tools, like slid.com, meetup, etc.           

 

HOW TO PARTECIPATE 
 

We invite you to register and submit your abstract by 29th February 2020, to offer you the best 

service we can. The accomplishment of this deadline will assure a reduction in the registration fee. 

The willingness to submit an oral presentation or a poster must be indicated in the registration form. 

The selection of oral presentations will be in charge to the Scientific Committee, which will select 

the abstracts based on the number of requests for oral presentation, study originality and its 

coherence with the topics of the sessions. In case of denied admission to the oral sessions, the 

contribute will be automatically admitted to the poster session.  Once paid it won’t be possible to 

have back the registration fee, even in case of denied admission of the abstract to the oral/poster 

sessions. Acceptance of oral presentations and posters will be communicated by 30th April 2020. 

  

----------------------------------------------- 

REGISTRATION 

We invite you to register and send your contributions to the congress. To register and submit your 

abstract use the online form available at the link below: https://www.mammiferi.org/eventi/xii-

congresso-italiano-di-teriologia/ 

following the instruction reported in the registration form. We recommend to carefully follow the 

instructions reported on the website and to upload the abstract and the receipt of payment. 

Registration fee can be payed on the bank account number 001034838399, headed to: Associazione 

Teriologica Italiana, at Bancoposta - Poste Italiane, reporting in the “cause” field: YOUR NAME + YOUR 

SURNAME and “Iscrizione XII Congresso ATIt”. IBAN Code: IT39P0760103200001034838399. BIC/SWIFT: 

BPPIITRRXXX 

Online registration will open on January 7, 2020. Early bird will end on February 29th, 2020 

Each participant can submit two contributions (either one oral and one poster, or two posters)  

N.B. Please note that we will only confirm your registration after receiving the receipt of fee 

payment. Registration and fee payment will also be possible at the front desk during the Congress. 

In this case, the fee will be considered as a late registration and it must be paid by cash (in Euros).   

https://www.mammiferi.org/eventi/xii-congresso-italiano-di-teriologia/
https://www.mammiferi.org/eventi/xii-congresso-italiano-di-teriologia/


 

PARTICIPATION FEES 

There are two options of reduced fee, for students and temporary workers (see table below).  

 Early bird 
by  29 February 2020 

Late registration 
from 1 March 2020 
 

FULL RATE 
(employees of public or private institutions with a 
permanent position, full-time professionals): 
 

  

• ATIt members in good standing with 2019 
membership fee 

€ 170 € 220 

• Non-members  € 220 € 270 

REDUCED RATE A 
 (employees of public or private institutions with a 
temporary contract who can benefit a reimbursement of 
expense by the employer)  

  

• ATIt members in good standing with 2019 
membership fee 

€ 100 € 150 

• Non-members  € 150 € 200 

REDUCED RATE B 
(employees of public or private institutions or 
professionals with a temporary contract) 

  

• ATIt members in good standing with 2019 
membership fee 

€ 70 € 110 

• Non-members  € 120 € 160 

 

The registration fee includes: 

 - participation to the Congress;  

- abstract volume;  

- coffee breaks;  

- Welcome happy hour in the frame of  SOCIALIZZ-ATIt event.  

The registration fee does not include meals, lodging or transport expenses. 

  



 

ABSTRACT SUBMISSION 

Abstracts should be submitted during the registration procedure at the link below: 

https://www.mammiferi.org/eventi/xii-congresso-italiano-di-teriologia/ 

 

ABSTRACT GUIDELINES 

The abstract should be written in English, in Word (.doc; .docx) or RTF format.  

All abstracts must adhere to the following formatting guidelines: 

- title -   font: Times New Roman 12, centered, upper case;  

- authors' surname followed by the initial of the first name - font: Times New Roman 11, 

centered, upper case. The presenting author should be underlined; 

- email address of the corresponding author and affiliations of all authors – font: Times New 

Roman 10, centered, single spacing; 

- abstract body: font Times New Roman 10, lower case, justified, single spacing. 

- Figures, tables, citations and references cannot be included. 

 

The text, including all its parts, must not exceed the size of 17 x 24 cm (all page margins must be 

set to 2 cm).   

The abstract should be as informative as possible. Abstracts should clearly show the aims of the 

work, followed methods, obtained results, and the relevance in the session topic.  

Abstract have therefore to be divided into four paragraphs: Introduction, Methods, Results and 

Discussion.  

Participants can indicate their presentation preference (poster or oral presentation) during 

the submission process.  Considering the high number of submissions for oral presentation we 

usually receive, we kindly ask participants to respect the decisions of the Scientific committee. 

Reviewers reserve the right to recommend papers be moved from presentation to poster and vice 

versa. 

N.B. Abstracts not conforming to the guidelines will not be considered for review. 

  

https://www.mammiferi.org/eventi/xii-congresso-italiano-di-teriologia/


SOCIAL EVENTS 

ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE BOARD 

During the congress, ATIt’ s members will vote the Executive Board of the society. Polls will open on 

the 4th  June afternoon. Further details on the elections and how to run for the Executive Board will 

be provided on the ATIt website.  

 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY of ATIt MEMBERS 

Thursday 4th June 2020, 18:00 

During the general assembly there will be an update of activities performed by the Italian Mammal 

Society in the last two years. The society budget will be approved, and the results of the elections 

of the new President and Executive Board will be announced. During the meeting, the ATIt awards 

and the Best Paper award will be also announced. 

 

SOCIAL DINNER 

Thursday 4th June 2020, 21:00 

The venue and  costs of the social dinner will be communicated on the web site. 

During the dinner the traditional auction AESTASIATIt will take place. We warmly invite each 

participant to bring one or more objects with a mammal theme, that will be auctioned. Collected 

funding will be used by ATIt to organize events and to provide scholarships to young members. 

Further details will be provided during the congress. 

 

SOCIALIZZATIt 

Wednesday 3rd June 2020, 18:00 

A welcoming happy hour will be offered in the afternoon to allow discussion and exchange between 

“young” and “old” mammalogists. The aim is to provide students with the chance to get in touch 

with elder professionals, ask questions and get advices regarding career path, work experience, 

training, etc. The happy hour is organized by the Young Mammalogist Council (CoGiT) . 

 

ATLAS OF ITALIAN MAMMALS 

An information desk will be available during the congress to provide details and updates on the Atlas 

of Italian Mammals. Participants are invited to contribute the ATIt database, which is the basis of 

the Atlas, with species locations derived from research, opportunistic observations, or applicative 

studies.  



 

EXIBITION: DRAWINGS AND WATERCOLORS BY VITTORIO 

PERACINO 

Curator: Gran Paradiso National Park 

Vittorio Peracino (1939-2018) was the Inspector of the surveillance staff and veterinary of the Gran 

Paradiso National Park from 1964 to 1998.  As expert of Alpine fauna, Alpine ibex in particular, 

Peracino expressed his passion also with drawings and paintings. A selection of Peracino’s artworks 

will be shown in an exhibition in the frame of the congress. 

 

POST-CONGRESS EXCURSION 

An excursion in the Gran Paradiso National Park is planned on Saturday 6th June. More details will 

be provided on the congress web site. 

 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION 

ACCOMODATION 

Cogne is a well known touristic venue, therefore it has a variety of hotels to choose from with a  

wide range of prices. Lodging information can be found at http://www.lovevda.it/it. More details 

and list of available  hotels are with special arrangements will be provided soon on the ATIt website. 

 

WHERE TO EAT 

Being an important tourist destination, both in summer and winter, Cogne offers a great variety of 

restaurants at variable prices. A full list is provided at the following link: 

 http://www.cogneturismo.it/ospitalita.asp?id=14&cat=9&l=3 

Among the local dishes you can try the typical "Seupetta di Cogne” (soup based on rice and DOP 

Fontina cheese), “favò” (soup made from broad beans, Fontina cheese, black bread toasted in 

butter, sausage, bacon and pasta) and “mécoulin” (similar to the Italian “panettone”). 

  

http://www.lovevda.it/it
http://www.cogneturismo.it/ospitalita.asp?id=14&cat=9&l=3


 

TRANSPORTATION 

Cogne is reachable from Milan and Turin passing by Aosta.  

Details on transportation (train and bus) are available at the Cogne tourist information website:  

http://www.cogneturismo.it/datapage.asp?id=44&l=1 

Aosta can be reached from the main Italian towns (including Rome, Florence, Turin, Milan Venice 

and Naples) with Flixbus service. 

 

We look forward to meeting you in Cogne! 

 

The Organizing Committee 

http://www.cogneturismo.it/datapage.asp?id=44&l=1

