
Data entry module

Weasels Mustela nivalis and polecats
M. putorius are thought to be common
mustelids in Italy, but data on their
distribution and abundance remain scarce,
due to the difficulties of gathering data on
these elusive species. 

Have you seen a polecat or a weasel?
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www.mustelawatch.it

By engaging the community in data collection and by providing information on the
ecology and identification of the two species, MustelaWatch.it empowers everyone to
enhance his/her personal scientific knowledge on weasel and polecat. This in turn
potentially allows a better understanding of their distribution across Italy,
conservation needs and facilitates further data collection for researchers and
conservation organizations, directly supporting data-driven conservation efforts. 

All submission, once
verified by a team of
experts, are
incorporated into an
interactive distribution
map

EYES ON THE ELUSIVE: PARTICIPATORY
MAPPING OF WEASEL AND POLECAT IN

ITALY WITH MUSTELAWATCH.IT
Manzo E. , Di Stefano C., Fusillo R., Palombi A., Spada A., Sforzi A.

Fondazione Ethoikos, Convento dell’Osservanza, 53030 Radicondoli-Siena
ISPRA - Istituto Superiore per la Protezione e la Ricerca Ambientale

Lutria sas Wildlife Research and Consulting, Roma
Riserva Naturale Monte Rufeno, Acquapendente

Università Ca’ Foscari, Venezia
Museo di Storia Naturale della Maremma, Grosseto

1 2 3 4 5 6

1

2

3

5
6

4

Data location and media (photos or
videos) of the observed animal are
mandatory to upload the record

MustelaWatch.it is a new web
platform, developed in collaboration
between the Mesocarnivore
Research group of the Italian
Mammal Society and Natural
History Museum in Grosseto,
specifically designed to
collect and verify
presence data of
weasels and polecats
from the community
across Italy.
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Insights on the biology of the species


